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Date of Action: July 6 - 7, 1967
Citation:
The Navy Cross is presented to Albert C. Slater, Jr., Captain, U.S. Marine Corps,
for extraordinary heroism as Commanding Officer, Company A, First Battalion,
Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division (Reinforced), Fleet Marine Force, during
Operation BUFFALO in the Republic of Vietnam on 6 - 7 July 1967. In command of
both Companies A and C, Captain Slater moved his forces into a strategic position
north of Con Thien. Shortly before dark, the companies came under extremely
heavy barrages of enemy artillery and mortars. During the barrages, Captain Slater
fearlessly maneuvered his command into a perimeter where it could counter the
attack he was certain would come. With full knowledge of the hazards involved, he
ignored the heavy barrages of enemy artillery and personally checked each position
to insure that they were secure. When the attack came, by an estimated two
battalions of the North Vietnamese Army, Captain Slater unhesitatingly moved to
an exposed position where he could properly control the situation. He repeatedly
exposed himself to the withering enemy fire in order to better observe the air and
artillery support he coordinated for his now surrounded command. For six hours,
Captain Slater, with complete disregard for his own personal safety and with full
composure and presence of mind, moved from one exposed position to another,
giving encouragement and directing the men of his command. He aggressively
employed all available fire and personally led his men in hand-to-hand combat
through extremely dense underbrush which reduced the action to a man-to-man
struggle. Throughout the entire night, Captain Slater, although constantly exposed
to enemy artillery, mortars, grenades, and small-arms fire, was always at a strategic
point of contact directing his unit and encouraging his men. By his courage,
tenacity, and outstanding leadership, Captain Slater brought stability to an
otherwise untenable situation, which resulted in at least two hundred North
Vietnamese regulars killed with small losses to his command. Captain Slater's
daring actions and loyal devotion to duty in the face of great personal risk reflected
great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps and upheld the highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service.
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