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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Captain William Van Zanten was one of the “Magnificent Bastards” of
the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, in 1966-a year when any day could bring
death or dismemberment from a Bouncing Betty or a punji stake, a
firefight or a sniper bullet. He and his men faced B-52-sized mosquitoes,
rain, heat, disease, and a determined and elusive enemy who kept the
Marines off-balance, edgy, and sleepless.

Yet Van Zanten persevered with a soldierly professionalism built on
rigorous training. Dedication and boot camp forged the volunteer
Marines of the early war years, so when the stakes went through the
roof in Vietnam, commitment of man to man and man to unit was total,
They supported each other with a soldier's intimacy and endured with a
soldiers humor—and together that meant survival.

REVIEW QUOTES

‘A fine book by a really good author.”
~Leatherneck magazine

“[A] splendid, personal tribute to an elite fighting force.”
-Kirkus Reviews

“[An] upbeat memoir . . . a modest, well-written account of the author’s
coming-to-manhood during the earlier phase of the Vietnam era.”
—Publishers Weekly

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

http://www.randomhouse.ca/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=97808914 18641 8/25/2005



Books at Random House of Canada | Don't Bunch Up by William Van Zanten Page 2 of 2

WILLIAM VAN ZANTEN served in Vietnam with the 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, and with the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, in
1965—66. He was awarded the Bronze Star, the Navy Commendation
Medal, and a Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. Now a partner in the
executive search firm Quantico, Consulting, Van Zanten lives with his
wife, Myrna, in Payson, Arizona. This is his first book.
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